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PHE OPERATIONS OF THE 313TH INFANTRY (79TH INFANTRY
DIVISION) IN THE PREPARATION AND CROSSING OF THE
. . .RHIFNE RIVER, GERMANY, 9-24 MARCH 1945 .

(RHIEEL&HB GlIPAIGI)
(Peraanal Experionao of & Regimental iator Brficur}

ORIERTATION
INTRODUCTION S
'Thiﬁ‘nunograph covers thg:oporatiéns of the 313th Infantry,
79th Infantry Divisicn, in the crossing of the RHINE RIVER,
GERMANY, 9-24 Mareh 1945, '
‘A brief orientation of events thet led up te thia aetian:

_ !he T8th Infantry Pivision landed in ﬁﬁBlARDI, on UTAH
BEACH, 14 Jﬁna-1944. The Division Iaa.eanmittsé_inte action em
19 June 1944, The 75th was engeged in combat frem that time
until 24 ﬁetébar 1944 ut whieh tima it was rclievud by the
44th US Infantry Division im the vieinity er_nwnxvrzns, FRANCE.

'_ The Divisian moved te 8 rest area in the vieinity of
.EEEEEBES This mueh needed, brief, rest period Iastod until
12 Hovomher 1944 st which tina the Pivision Ins rocennittod to
the east of BHHEVIBLE and contimued te fight until 3 dernary
_ 1945. The. noxt break Ter tha Vﬁth ¢came when the 101st Alp~
borne ‘Division relieved thea on the ebove mentioned date in the
vieinity of HAGEHIH, FRANCE. (2)

Qn 17 Febrnary 1945 the Divisien was transrerrad frul the
7th U8 lrnw, in the seuthern Allisd,unetar, to the 9th US Army,

in the extreme northern sector, (3)

{1) A-1l, p. 128-129
z; A-1, pP. 130
(3) A-1, pe 157



_ On 22 February 1945 the 313th Infantry nevoé Lo an ares
east of the eity of wmm’r, HOLLAND. The German berder

wes very olgso with the p__:!_.ty of AACHEN, GERMANY just e fow kile-
moters away, The American .trgops wore on the ROER RIVER and 1t
was believed ready to cross. (4)

As the Regiment already bad 2135 cembat days to its oredit
and a number of new men and atteciments, training was the
immediate mission, However, the tralning program was just
getting under way when the Baginent.'na placed on i, three-hour
alert to move. The lmd__ U8 Infantry Divisien had crossed the
ROER RIVER aund was to be relieved by the 79th Pivisiom. This |
glert lasted from 28 February until 3 March 1945, However, the
102nd Division was so ﬁ gueeouful that & relief was not necessary
and the plan was ealled érr; |

~ The 51'& of March found the 313th Infantry moving to the
vieinity of EELBHRL'!'H, GERMANY with ths niss:’wn of pelicing up
behind thol 102nd‘ Divisicn, This missien comsisted of Task
Foroes made up e:r"Tanks. and inf—mtry cleaning out mnalfl. oOvVer=
rm peckets. | — | '

On 8 March 1945 the 313 th Infmtry moved beack into
HOLLAND, supposedly to take up where they left off with their
training. However, on the moraning of 9 Mareh 1945 the Regiment
received crders to prepare plens for special training in river
erossing at a site on the MAAS RIVER south of MAESEYCK, HOLLAND.
The sctual assault ecrossing, the order sald, would be a poiﬁt
on the RHINE RIVER nerth of ORSOY, GERMANY. ()

(‘) -"1’ p? 157
(5) a-1, p. 156-157



The 79th Division was te cross the river on the south flank
of the U8 9th Armw with the U8 30th Infantry Division on the |
north, Thils operation was known as 'OPER&TIDH FL&EHPOIIT“ (6)
THE GENERAL SITUATION o
' By the middle of Mareh 1945, the Allled Lrnion were In
paaitian along the west bank of the. RHINE from the SWITZERLAND

an -~

bordnr ‘te the Charmels The great Allted plan ealled ror
crossing of tha river';n stranghh.rran north to south. The
First Army had ferced a bridgshead at REMAGEN on 7 Mareh 1945,
but 1t was imperative that the river be eroszzed in strength,
espaaially on the left flank to capture the industrial area of
the RUHR. (7) | | |

. In 1mpartanaa this operation was unequaled by any other
inland smphibious action conducted during World War II snd per-
haps iz all hiatory. From the Alliea point of view the RHIRE
was tha last great &erman defense. (8)

The major Allied wnits that.wor& lined up en the west banks
of the RHINE, to destroy the Germens, were - from north to
gouth as follows:

Canadian First fomy

Eritish Second Army

United States Ninth Army

Unlted Btates-First'lrmy

United 3tates Third Army
TUnlted States Seventh Army
French Pirst Army | (Ses Map A)

(6) A=-3, p. 36
(7) A=5, p. 204-205
(8) A~-5, P. 199



All of these erias had many experienced fighting troops
among their nnits.r {9} | |
The enemy eonrronfing the Ninth Army, of which we are
interested in for this situation, were listed as follows:
‘Seven light field artillery batteries &ndr
Ten dual-purpose Antlalreraflt Artillery batterie§;
Thasé were not identified as to units, as they-ﬁore spotted
by the Air Corps. The following were identified by intelligence:
59th Infantry Division |
558ﬁh Infantry Bivigion
176th Inf#ntry Divisien
IBSrd Infentry Division
2nd Paraehgte Bivisipn
190th Infantry Diviaipn |
Division Hamburg (A hastily formed special unit)
> 180th Infantry Division
VIn front of the British zone on the north flank of the Ninth
Army ware‘tha: 84th Inpfantry Diviaion; 115th Panzer Division,
" and the 466th Infantry Division, The last twd being held mobile
in the rear. To the south confronting the US First Army, on the
Ninth Army's right flank, was the 476th Iafantry Division. (10)
On 23 March 1945 the northwestern part of the Allied line
was being held by the British 2lst Army Group, commanied by Field

Marshal Sir B. L.'antgamary. The group wag composed of the

(10) A~5, p. 242



British Second Army, the Pirst Allied Airberne Army and the US
Ninth Army. (11) In the southern part of the Ninth Army's |
sector was the industrial erea of the RUER. - (12)

This province is very rieh in minerals, coal snd iron and
is one of_the greatest steel and machinery producing seetions of
the world., This area is very densely populated yet it has many |
rich and well kept farms., The terrain, outside the éitios, is
generally flat and the roed nets are far superior to any that |
had been ensountersd, by the Allies in Eurcpe, to date. However
the land itself was dsmp and bocﬁms muddy if vehicles were forced
to operate off the roads.

The Wweather was generslly fair; there were intermitten
showers, and during the early part of the morning it was rather
misty, bub was usunally quite warm by mid~-morning.

The Ninth Army supply situation as of mid-March was better
than it had been for any previous operatien. The roads were in
, _vefy good condition and as a matiter of fact excellent as comparsd
to the ones the Army operated on west of the ROER. Since there
had-béen 8 very small nuamber of easugltiés during the peried
after the RGEQ erogsing, the hospitals were well egquipped and
reasdy for the next action. There were no serious shértages of
any major items of eguipment within the units of the Ninth Army.
The Army was ntilizing various types-or eaptured supplies and
equipment which left the antherizad jtems for future use in

erossing the river and subsequent action which was to follow,

(11) A-3, p. 386
{(12) A-5, p. 204-205
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rThe largest problem facing the Army G-4 and the variaus.
supply people was to build up 138,000 tons of supplies close o
the west bank of the RHIEE. Through the efforts of all concerned
the logistical problem was well handléd by all unlts of the Ninth
Arny, (13)
DISPOST'TIONS AND PLANS OF THE 79TH INFANTRY DIVISION

On 5 March 1945 the 79th Division mo¥ved to the vielnity of
HﬁENBERbEK, HGLiAﬁD, where units were to begin extensive trainiﬂg
in river-@ressing.' | '

The division plapned to have the 313th Infantry on the right
and the 515th Infantry on the left to bé the essault regimenta.
Therefore thesé two regiments would have prierity'an the praatiéa
sites. |

Upon eompletien of their training therdivisien returned teo
Germany and on 24 March ﬁaulﬂ pass through the 75th Infantry
Division in its p:esent position on the west banks of tha_RHINE;
All supporting weapeons of both dlvisions would be coordinated

in the attack. {14)

*

THE REGIMENTAL STTUATION | | |

© On 9 Merch 1945 the 313th Infantry received a warning order
rfom division to prepare plans te train feﬁ a river crossing,
Tﬁe order contained informstioen that the training would tak:g
place on the MAAS RIVER south of MAESEYCK, HOLIAND. ~The order
alse said that the preparations would 1n§1&ﬂe erossing im column

of batbalions. The second battalion was selected as the first

(13) A-5, p. 219-220
(14) A-2, Narrative, p. 1



assault battalion; follewed by the firﬁt ba#talion and the
third designated as the regerve anit. (15)

The trainina aperatian was broken down 1nto phaaes rar
eonvenienee in planning and carrying eut the mission. The phases
were as followa: 7

1, Training

2. Reconnaissance

5. Intelligence

'4. Planning

5, Execution (The crossing itsslf)
6. Follow-up |

As these phases, at tin@s, were receiving attention simulta-
neously the wvarious officers doing the planning found it necessary
fraﬁuantly to interest themselves in each others 5peciaity not
done in normal operations. It was s test of the versatility and
ingenuity of the commanders and their staffs, (18)

On 12 March the regiment issued a regimsntél trainiog memo-
randqn,which direocted that the battalions would conﬂﬁet praetieﬁl'
work in infantry-tank tactics, the crganization of combat teams
with engineers, daylight and night’éreasings, tfoot marches in
leather ehoes, street fighting and village fighting tacties,.
conduct in Germany, chemical warfare training (examination of gas
maskl), gines and booby traps (especially reeagnition of German

minefields), and engineer familiarization. (17)

(18) A-1, p. 157-158
(18) A-2, Exhibit A, p. 1
(17) A-2, Bxhibit A, Annex 1



As the tebles of organization and é@aipmﬂnt of an infantry
ragimsnt_éontaiﬁ only land vehioles, special a@uipnsnt had to be
obtained to cross a river. rThérarore the transportation and motor
‘maintenance people of the regiment had to be trained in speelal
amphibious eperations, The specialized use of the qrgaﬁie and
attached équipmsnt was accomplished threugh on the jJob training.
All drivers were given demonstrations and practical work in the
loading of their vehicles and were éesistod or instruetad by the
meshanies. This phase was carried out with little difficulty.

The regiment was lssued a nunbor'ar M-29 anﬁ Hﬁagd full traek
#shieles, commonly known as "Weasles". The 35396 is to some
“¢xtent amphibicus, however, ﬁrior exﬁerienee with this v;hiele

- told the regimental motor -orrieer that they would be impractical,
as a ﬁatter of faét impossible for them to cross a river as large |
and as swift as the RHIFE. Ss all plans to use them, except on
land were abolished, Hewsvor, drivers were trained in ﬁhsir

- operation and they were nsea.vdry auﬁcsssfully for evacuation and
as prime movers on the appreaches and lapding sites. {Both of
these vehiecles have ﬁhs sapacity of a 1/4-ten.) (18) : |

In.the planning atage_trarfie'cantral was to be'ane of ths
greatest problems, The 79th Division set up a traffic control
headquarters which would regulate traffic up to the regimental
Tear marshalling areas end supervise up to the be#ehas. Prattiec

control on the beaches would be by the supporting engineers. (19)

(18) Personsl knowledge
(19} A-2, Exhibit A, p. 14
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THE REGIMEHTAL PLAN OF AETABK

The line of departure woald be the uest bank of the RHINE
RIVER at GRSOY' H hour, 0300 hours 24 March 1945.

The regiment, supported by the 187th Engineer {c) Battalion,
would eross the line of daparture_in eolumn of battalions, The
2nd Battelion, ;n two waves, %o eross an@ capture the town of
VIER LIEDEH.V The 1st Battalion, in two waves, te?erass and
capture Ehe_hown of WALSUM. The 3rd Battalien, in reserve, to
eross as soon as heats.wars avalilable anﬂ pfotéstlths north flank
of the regimental sector northeast of WALSUM. (See Map C) Regi-
mental observation post group to fqllaﬁ the :esérva battaiian and
procesd to WALSUM to set wp ;hé command post,

nivisieg"ahd Corps artillery to be in general support and
would start firing at E minus 1.

The following units were attaehed ta tha rogiment:

Company A 304th Enginaar {C) Battalion
Company A 304th Haéieal Battalion
Company C, B13th Tank Destroyer Battallion
Company A, 717th Tamk Battalion |
Company A, 89th Chemical Morter Battalion
Company B, 809th Tank Destroyer Battalion

The 315th Infantry will be on the right of the Division with
the 315th Infantry on the left, The ZIII Gorps.sn the right pr :
the Division. (20)

(20) A-1, p. 160-161
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NARRATTON

CROSSING OF THE RHINE BIVER

Cn the night of 23-24 March 1945, the 313th Infantry mnvad
by organic vehicles anﬂ véhicles furnished by Division for tha
move to a det&ueking point several thousand yards behind the dyke
in the vieinity o{:EEEEEg, GERMARY. There the troops dismounted

and prooeeded to their final assembly areas. The 2pd Battallen

. marched up to the dyke approximately 2000 yards north of ORSOY.

The lst Battalion moved to an area 500 yards behind the tail of

the 2nd Battalion column., The 3rd Battalien moved o an area

approximately 500 yards west and 500 yards morth of the lst Battal-

ion., The Battalions used the blask top road coming north from

ORSOY a8 & guide, The 2nd straddled the road at the dyke, the lst

to its rear in the same formetion and the 3rd to the north of the

road. {See Map C)
The night wes very dark and made conmtrol difficult, In addi-

tion to this the fear of enemy shells mede dispersien a muét.
However with excellent supervision and the benefit of pravions
training the 2nd Battalion closed in to its position at 0030

hours and just prior to 0200 the foot troops of the regiment were

in position ready for the erossing.

Phroughout the regiment the next few minutes seemed like |
hours and evefybody was very tense, The preparntien that was to
atart at 6300 saamad as it waald never bheglm.

As the 1st Battalien ﬂommander, Liautenant Colonel William

A, Hyltan, left the forward regimental control station ha was

12



petted on the baek and wished good luck by the maﬁbers of the
group and he replied: #Hell I am coming back." There were
various other scenes suéh ag this within ﬁha r;gimant.

At 0200 hours the artillery preparation began. As far as
apyone could see, up and dGWn.ths‘river; from the erossing site
the west bank ﬁas ablaze with the flashes from the artillery
pieces. The thunderous crashes on the far bank were terrific.
If at that tiﬁa the enemy ertillery or mortars were flring there
was no evidence of it in the regimental sector, either from the
sound or casuaslties. However over head there were shells burat-
ing and evetyone thonght that ths Cermans were returning some
fire. (This proved later to be the new VT fuze). {21) |

Thé Division artiilery aﬁd supporting Army and cafps
artillery, ectually fired 500,000 rounds of amaunition into the
Germsn lines, from 1,000 guns of all sizes, beginning at 0200
until 0300 24 Mareh. This_waé to beéoms_ths greatest banhérdmsnt
of all times and edded to the success of the assault by the 79th
Division soldiers. (22) |

To the gouth of the erossing site, direotly east of the
town of ORSOY, there was to be a diversiopary attack to start at
H hour. This was to be accomplished by employing all direct fire
weapons availabls that were not in the initial crossing, The plan
was as follows: starting at D-2 all available tank destroyers
were to be brought up at night infiltrating from one to four hours

apart, dug in, in prearranged and reeconncitered positions, next

.(21) Personal knowledgs
(22) A-2, p. 125



the 57mm antitank guns from the ragiaﬁntal_antitank eompany plus
the guns from the antitank platoon of the reserve b&ttalian.ﬁare
to be emplaced between the tank desiroyers and dug in. The
remaining géps to be filled in with all of the .50 caliber machine
guns of the regiment plus the .30 caliber machine guns.of the
reserve battalion. In addition to all these, the direct fire
weapons ef the 75th bivision that were emplaedkglong the dyke
were to fire, The execution and control of this oPEratiaa.will
be manﬁionad later. (23)

The regimental nbservatlon post wus set up in &”}ﬁxggwfﬁgiafy

e .

on the waters sdge on the right flank of the crossing site. The
‘observation post grbup congisted of: the regimsn;al eommanaer;
Colonel Edwin M. Van Bibber, S-3, Assistant S-3 (eperaéians),
Assistant S-3 (OP group commander); S-1, SCR-284 radio.aad
operator, two SCR-300 radios with operators and four members of
the I&R Platoon as guards. (24) |

-?inﬁlly as H hour approached the 2nd Battalion{-earrying its
boats, moved off from the dyke and at 0300 hours slid into the
water as one., At the same instant the direct fire weapons to the
south opened up with a teriiric bang and a glare of tracers.

" The first wave of the 2nd Battalion landed on the east bank
of the river at 0315 as scheduléd. This first wave consisted of:
Company ®, Company F; machine guna of Company H;.rarwara observers
of Company H and the battalion observstion post group. The second

weve of the 2nd Battalion, consisting of Company G; Headquarters

(23) A-1, p. 160
(24) A~1, p. 161
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Gampény, Medieal Section and an Engineer FPlatoon, left the waest
bank of the river at 0310 and landed at 0325. The noise of the
direct support weapons firing tendéd to drown out the put-put of
the boat moters ﬁherefore aiding the battalion to cross without
incident. _

The first wave of the 1st Battalion, using the sams craft,
with the same tactical loading, embarked at 0350 and cleared the
far shorse at 0400; this unit also being on schedule, ‘The second
wave of the 1st Battalion embarked at 0400 and landed &t 0420.
The reason for the ten minute delay in this wave was that one of
the assaunlt boats got swamped and a number of the other boats
got confused and returned to the near shore, This could have
been a bad situation, as the reserve battalion was just behind
the dyks getting ready to cross, but was detected and corrected
promptly‘so no casuslties resulted.

As the boats returned and reorganized the 3rd Battalion_waa
moving up behind the dyke. -The reserve battalion embarked at
0632 and clearsd the far shore at 0655 without ineident.

The regimental OP group, close behind the Srdrﬁéétalion;
ambax?ked at 0635 and were on the far shore by 0645. Thus
completing the crossing of the foot troeps of the 313th Inrﬁntry.‘
(25) | |

| During the erossing of the 2nd Battalion the antitank platoon
and the pioneer and ammunition pl&toén mangged to load and cross,

3 57mm antitank guns with 3 M-29C's as prime movers and 4 M-29C's
(25) A~1, p. 162
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loaded with ammunitioh. This operation worked very successfully
but was not included in the Battalion Commanders plan as there
‘Were doubts as to the success of getting these units across
under fire. The 1st Battglion carried out the same opsration &hd
Were also very successful, 'Although the antitank guns were not
nesded they provided a good morale factor-fnr the troops. (28)

Ferly in the planning stages of the operation it was reali%ed
that some sort of screening agent must be used to conceal the open
‘terrain., At daylight the 4.2 chemical morters fired WP on the far
banks and into the villages of WALSUM and VIER LIRDEN. The smoke
from the mortars went to the east and failed to cover the cressing
sites and the river, A émeke generator unit was guickly called apz
- from division and put in action south of the crossing site, The -
wind was from the south and the smnke éeraen\provéd very satisface
tory. It is believed that this unit should have been attached to
the regiment initieslly. However, the combination of the two
allowed the vehicles; equipment and the remainder of the regiment
to eross., ' .

At H hour communications wers ﬁnre than edequate. At H plus
150 minutes the Divisi@n.Sisﬁal éompany started to lay an under-
water cable to the far bank of the river and within 10 minutes
‘wire communications were established. This cable was weighted
down with small anchors and laid with a 3% ton DUKW amphibious

vehiele. (27)

f

(26) Personsl knowledge
(27) A-2, Bxhibit B, p. &
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While all these things were teking place the supply and
transportation §eople were also well eccupied. The troops earried
one days supply afirations;-water and small arms ammunition with
them. Therefore it was imperative Shat resupply éf food, water
and ammunition be sent across thé river aé gsoon as possible., The
sapply plan was set up to take care of whatever action may take
place such as a 1imibed attack, defense or pursuit action.

Each Battalion S-4 was assigned one DUKR for reéupp&g and evacua-
tion, The Regimental S-4 end ammunition officer had two DUKWs
for rasﬁpply,,ammunition and sduipment. The regimnntal s&rgeon
had pr;aritj on all vehicles ratnrning‘ﬁo the near shore, The
casualties were so light haweve; that most of the return vehicles
brought back prisensrs. A forward supply and ammunition polnt
was establishhd about 1,000 yards esst of thé erossing point and
| just to the south of the regiments) mein supply route., The first
loads of ammunition werse dieppad there just after daylight and
from then until the bridge was completed suppliea and ammuﬁition
continued to flow at a rapid rate with the use of the amphibious
vehicles. | |

At.0390 hours the prearranged traffic plan began to function
at full speed. The vehicles had started fe:ward right after dark-
ness and at H hour were in the forward marshalling area ready to
cross. The first vehicle to move forward was the engineer M-4
“tank dozer. Its miszion was té knock down the dyke just south
of where the foot troops werse embarking, push a one way path %o
the river, load on a bailey rart; eross and make a path to the

far dyke and then finally knook down the dyke. WNext to cross in

i7



order of priority were: 57mm guns with M29 prime movérs; M29
ammunition earriers, M29 with en artillery liaisen officer, 2§
ton engineer dump trucks, 90mm tank destroyers, 76mm tanks;'lé

- ton trucks of the ant;tank mine platoon. Kext, were more 57mm
antitank guns, M29 ammunition carriers, ammunition and pioneer
platoon 1} ton with 1 ton trailer and the remainder of the tank
destroyers and tanks. The next vehicles to eross would be loaded
as boats of the type that could carry them Eéoams available; they
were, regimental I&R platoon, tankldestroyér reconnalissance
#ompany M-208, M-8s, and 4 tons. That concluded the forward
eéhelen. The suppérting &nits were next with the following
-priority: regimental cannon eoﬁpany,_attaehod chanieél company
and evacuﬁtion vehielas of attached medieé. From this point the
vehicles qr aorviee ocompany took over ell avallable Boats.

There were a number of things that contributed te the success
of the movement of ﬁhe vehicles across the RHAINE, among them were
excellent econdition of the vehicles (many of which had 10,000 miles
or more); expert driving by all eonnerned; the feeling that the
drivers had about getting to thelr units as scon as possible with
the ammunition and equipment and the eooperstion of all that toeck
.part in the ferrying of the vehiqles. There were gix different
Army branches and the Navy working as one upnit. Some of these
men had never heard ah‘enamy gun fire before and many, such as
the 461st Amphibious Truck Company, had been in asction at the

Nermandy D-day 1aﬁdin5..
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The baﬁtalion motor officers had crossed with the lasﬁ
elements of their battalions; éet up their celleetion points and
moved the nec¢essary vehicles forward tﬁ their companies as naeﬂed.
(28) |

The enemy resistance on the regimental objectivea wag spotty
and disorganized although there were plemty of Germans around.

The battelions hed teken appreximately four hundred priscners and
between five and six truck loads of enemy dead had been evacaated.
All this could be contributed to the artillery, even though most
of the dead were killed by small arms, it was made possible
because they were stunned by the shoek of the artilléry pfepara—
tion. (29) | |

| 4.1ittle after noon on D day the German artillery fire on
the erossing site increased but was atill unobsgrved; however at
aprroximately 1400 hours the wind shifted and more smoke had to
be laid on., The smoke generator unit was reinferced and soon took
care of the sitﬁatien. The 4,2 moTtars were Row out of r#nga as
the impaqt aféas were ooccupied by our treeps; This gituation was
not too serious but did hold up the tanks and tank destroyers for
some time.

1t was about this time thet the Commending General; Hﬁjor
General Ira T. Wyche, was at the erossing site. An enemy shell
expledad.right next to the Genaral; knocking him down, but luekily
he was not injured. In less than half an hour the Gemeral was on

the far bank headad for the 313th CP.

(28) Personal knowledge
(29) A-1, p. 163
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The atteched tanks and tank destroyers had sent guides
Torward with the battalion OP grenps so that when the_vehicies
| finally gob aeross'tha.river they were able to move promptly to
the assembly areas, rendezvous and prepare to advence with the
_battalions who were to jump off ageln at 1630 hgurs.

The maintenanoé section Company A, 717th Tank Battalion;'-
consisting of a tank‘retrieie:‘and a }leep, oame off the boat and
up the bank through the dyke as 4id thé fégiment with its attach-
" ments., The motor officer leading this saction apparently gét 7
confused and instead of turning right, as he should have; turned
laft inte enemy territory. They'coald be sesn géing up th§ road,
that constituted the regimental bounﬁéry, into the German lines,
On ofder of the Company Commander one of the tanks fired a warn-
ing shot in:rrant of Ehﬂ jeep. 'This, however, jﬁst made them geo
Tagter so the ordgr ﬁas given to hit the retrievaf, éﬁftha track
or suspension system if possible, in order %o stop them before
thay were captured. This wes done and the track vehiels burat
inte flames but personnel were seen to jump f:am the burning
vehicle to the side of the road and disappear. The members of
the Jeep alsc jumped out and ran off and this vehieia was also
h'j.t by one of our tanks in order that the enemy could not capturse
it. This uniﬁ had never baenuin combat before so Whme éonfusion
could be expected. However this was the end of the maintenance

seoction, (30}

(30) Personsl knowledge
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At_1500 hours the regiment was successfully on its objectives,
' supply‘anﬂ evacuation were functioning in as normal a manner as
could bse e;pected for this type,of_oparation. The kreuts were on
thormnva again and this time as usual to the.foaf. |

Thelorder stating that the reserve battalion would not be
dommittad except on division order was canceled and the regiment
prepared to attack. The 2nd Battalion was ordered to take the
.slag'pile to the southeaét. The 3rd Battalion was directed to
attack north and take WATERBECK, the 1st Battalion to revert to
regimental reserve. |

To sum up the operation of the 313th Infantry erossing the
RHINE RIVER it is signifieant to quote the Regimental commandar;
"JTudged by qy'standards; this epératian wes eenplately'sucssssfnl.
The objective was attained in remarkably short time. The enemy
 units 6pposing the lending were virtually destroyed; and the
casualties sustained were ﬁsgligible.’ (31)

It is interesting to note that tﬁe ﬁhoie;ﬂ#l Corps losses
for this hazsrdous operation included: Ss_killed; 426 wunnﬂed;
and 3 missing. ¥Xlements of the Corps captured 1;896 prisoners
of war aﬁd it was estimated that the enemy lost 250 killed and
430 seriously ﬁaunded. (32) |

ﬂu:ihg this operation the 313th Infantry did not lose one
vehiele through enemy aetion or aecident and the personal eqnip—

ment loss was negligible, (33)

(31) A-1, p. 164
(32) A-3, p. 486
(33) Personal knowledge
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. TRAINING - |
The training'for'tha crossing was reslistic and had a |
definlte objective in view, It was conducted ae#oréing to
current teachings and when a new or difficult problem arose -
& solutlon was worked out on the spot. There were capable and
experlienced officers and nonecommissioned offlcers to carry out

the proper supervision of the training progrem.

2. INTELLIGENGE

Du; to the tactlcal situation there was not smple oppor-
tunlity for the regimental intelligence officer to function as
he ﬁormally would, = However with the aid of information received
from the wnit, occupjing the positions, that the regiment was
to pass through and information from higher hsﬁdquarters.a
sound plan was produéed.

5.  HECCNEAISSANCE

| It was impossibla to carry cut the proper reconnaissance
- for an operation of this type. The resson being that the
distance from the assembly area (about 75-100 ﬁiles) to the
eroasing site was too great to gét the proper paoplé up to
OPs near the objective., BSecurity wes straaéoé'by all of the
higher headquarters thus curteailing a unit the éize ef a8 regi-
ment to make the necessary recomnnaissance, Aerial photos were
used to a great advantage in the sbsence of ground cbservation
and reconmnaissance,
4. FPLANNING.

Planning fof the operation was earried eut from the time

the warning order was lssued until the completion of the operation.



The bagic plan for a regiment to attack on a narrow front and
envelop the objective proved sound. The plan to use track and
amphibious'vshiclos for supply and evacuation turned out to be
very successful.
De EKECUTIOH

The planning on the part of higher haadqnartors to have
éuperior combat power at the declisive polnt at the declsive
time was done with the great artillery preparatlion followed by
8 rapld close in attack by the infentry. When the enemy
regalned his snnses.it wasa 500 late for him to do m ything but
to fall back. | |
6 SURPRISE |

The element of surprise was at;ainad 8% shown by the lack
of casualtles on the part of the regiment as compared to the
number cf prisoners aﬁd desd on the part ef the Germarns, This
théle operation shows a true plcture of the value of sceuriﬁy
in that the enemy apparently had no idea that the 313th
Infantry was in the’vicinity of the place where the ecrossing
took place and, therefore was not prepared %o defend strongly
in thet area.. Cooperation is a must in an operation of this
type where tharo are so many different branches ar hhe service
working so close together., Not only is cooperaticn necessary
‘at higher echelens but it is of prime importance down to the
individual concerned. ' Initlative must be present at all
echelons of offensive tﬁpe warfare. If it had not been for
the initiative of the officers end men of the regiment through-
out the planning, tralning and executiem of the operation,
there éortainly would have been considerable more damago done

to our troops.
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Te EGQHOHY OF FORCE

The rapld movement of troepa and oquipmsnt was remarkably
smooth throughout., The economy of forgce used im the erosaing
proved 1£s point when the battalions reached their ob jectives |
far beyond the hopes of the higher headquarters. The operation
. was planned and carried out in the simplest possible form.
This proved fruitful in that the troops and equipment were
Quickly assembled into combat units om the far banks of the
river.

| | LESSONS
. Le BSpecial traiﬁing with'proper equipment spd with .

e e S
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engineers thoroughly trained in the operation of that eguipment

prior to the timse training atarts, an infantry unii, in a weesks
Aa 1 IM“éHW'- b TR,

time, can train to a degres of perfeetion that will sccomplish

L

e ' R L]

a similar erossing in ezcellent rashion.

o

2+ Intelligence may be produced for & unlt, as small a8 a
regiment,'fram information gathered from higher headquarters.
Alsc information of graaf value may be obtalned from the wmit
that 1z to be relleved in an oparatien of this type.

3. {Ground reconnalssance 1s not absolutely naaossary

et e d PRRPRRLY

where good ¢lear maps and aarial photos are availabla. Regi-
mental and battalion hégaéa;Qtars can furnish onough detall
to make an operatian'suscessful without the lower echglens
actually making.their own reconnalssances.

4, Simple plana easy for the soldlsr to follow under the

T R o ol b

sakreas of combat greatly ald the attaek.
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5. The rapid execution of a wall planned gxggﬁkngmrows

i e
m.m“.w--““‘“

the enemy off belance. An oparation well planned will be

wall oxecutad.

B Surpriso is. of the greatest importance in any military
'opaiﬁ;_ga‘;—“ﬁa“?m‘; 45 this came was & matural barrier and
ﬁ;; the enamy defandad 1t properly 1t would have been very
costly to take. . ,

T Eeonemy of rorae and speed in making availablo

superior mass at the decislve point saves both time and

casualties.
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